Region 6 Roundtable Teleconference

June 24, 2010
Participants

· David Bond – EPA Region 6 (moderator)

· Israel Anderson – EPA region 6

· Anna Hrybyk – Louisiana Bucket Brigade

· Dianne Wilkins – Oklahoma DEQ
· Audree Miller – TCEQ

· Naila Ahmed - LCRA

· Thomas Vinson  Zero Waste Network (minute taker)
Action Items

· ALL – Make Reservations at Sheraton

· Thomas to coordinate agenda 

· Israel to meet in Mid July with NTREMS leadership

· Dianne to identify pretreatment coordinator who is working on pharmaceuticals issue

· Thomas to ID Green Drinks Location

· David B. to ID Dinner Location

Upcoming Roundtable
The Roundtable discussed several issues regarding the upcoming August roundtable including the agenda.  The group agreed to have a strategic planning meeting within the framework of the EPA Administrators 7 priorities and to update the regional P2 roundtable strategic plan based on state, local and federal standards. They also discussed the speakers for the second day and logistics. 
(see http://www.zerowastenetwork.org/Roundtable/minutes/2010-08-03MeetingAgenda.doc for the latest Draft agenda.)
Regional Updates

· Dianne’s Eco Trip initiative has AAA as partner and are working on Expedia

· Eco is getting ready to do a webinar hosting event.  Having a workshop hosted by an event planner in Augus.

· Audree going on site visits and working on agency EMS

· Anna’s refinery accident database is functioning to categorize the accidents by pollutant, source, Can index ozone, GHG and toxic by accidents.

· La Bucket Brigade is having second roundtable August 5 with refinery.  They are going to be focusing on flare efficiency.    Steve Thompson, section chief in Air Toxics Branch is working with them.  Bill 

· http://www.oilspill.labucketbrigade.org/main - The site uses crowd sourcing so people can locate and report splills.  They modified it to react to the Gulf spill. 
· They are requesting root cause analysis from the DEQ.   Focus on the roundtable 

· Thomas is working on P2 workshops, upgrading the website, preparing P2 follow ups, preparing for August roundtable (working with Nurtured World)

· Hunting  sponsors and partners for an International webinar conference that will last for 24 hours, following the path of the sun around the world. 

· EPA Region 6 (David B. and Israel) are planning a conference focused around the EPA Adminstrators priorities.  (see Attachment 2 below)

· They are asking everyone to get potential partners and speakers

· One overriding objective is that EPA Region 6 wants to take the lead on the conference and that highlighting these priorities remains the context of the conference. 

· David B. also mentioned an upcoming energy conference. for federal agencies    www.govenergy.com 

NEP Conference Feedback

The group also provided feedback to the NPPR on the Orlando NEP conference.  

· States in Region 6 did not have trouble getting travel approved due to the fact that it was a task in their grant deliverables.

· There was general agreement that the sessions were good, and that the content was well done.

· The group recognized the challenges of doing this event, including several extenuating circumstances.  However, there was unanimous agreement that the cost was disproportionate to the level of conference.  As an example, no lunch or lunch speaker, limited snacks etc…

· Individual comments:

· Liked the keynote speakers

· Preferred the first day over the second day

· Consider doing main conference every other year with a series of smaller more focused conferences between.

· Less rushed, more intimate

· When asked if the conference should be geared towards P2 professionals or a broader audience the group expressed strong consensus that we must engage other groups.  

Attachment: EPA Region 6 Conference – DRAFT
Creating Solutions for a Sustainable Future:  Meeting Challenges and Seizing Opportunities 

A USEPA Region 6 sponsored conference promoting collaborative partnerships, going beyond compliance to achieve a sustainable future.  

Target Audience:

Regulated Entities

Federal Agencies

States

Tribes

Local Government

Communities

NGOs

Educational Institutions

Tracks

1. Taking on Climate Change (EN, PD, WQ)

· Mandatory Reporting of Greenhouse Gases Rule requirements (effective December 29, 2009)

· Proposed Rulemaking: Light-Duty Vehicle Greenhouse Gas Emissions Standards and Corporate Average Fuel Economy Standards (proposed September 15, 2009)

· Prevention of Significant Deterioration and Title V Greenhouse Gas Tailoring Rule (proposed September 30, 2009)

2. Improving Air Quality (EN, PD)

· Air Toxics major sources (Oil & Gas)

· 112r Risk Management Plans

· Carbon Black/Coke Calciners

· NESHAP Rule Subpart 6h For Auto Body Surface Coating and Spraying

· New Lead Rule for Renovators

· Texas SIP Program

· Telework Forum

·  Energy Efficiency

3. Assuring the Safety of Chemicals (PD, EN, SF)

· Discussion about the importance of chemical management plans

· Presentation on the Integrated Risk Information System

· Modernization of the Toxic Substances Control Act

4. Cleaning Up Our Communities (SF, EN, PD, WQ)

· RCRA Surface Impoundments (SIs)

· Brine Spills from Oil & Gas Operations

· Stronger Partnerships with stakeholders affected by our cleanups

· Use of enforcement to spur cleanup at RCRA corrective action sites where the cleanup is stalled

· The job training success of the Brownfields program (Green Jobs)

5. Protecting America’s Waters (WQ, EN, SF)

· Minor Wastewater Collection & Treatment Systems

· Centralized Waste Treatment Systems

· Clean Water Act: Wet Weather (CAFOs,CSOs, SSOs, Stormwater)

· (Successes with Home Builders & Big Box store sites)

· Status of Clean Water Action Plan

· Use of enforcement tools to assure clean drinking water in schools, communities and on tribal lands

· Development of Comprehensive Watershed protection plans

· Conserving water

· Providing an adequate and clean supply of drinking water

· Nutrient loading and non-point source impacts on water quality

· Groundwater protection

· Recovery Act support for water infrastructure

· Urban Waters Initiative

    6.   Expanding the Conversation on Environmentalism and Working for Environmental Justice (EJ,  ALL)

· Inspection Targeting Process

· Use of Regional Air Impact Modeling Initiative (RAIMI) tool

· NEPAssist tool

· NEJAC Process

· How Does EJ inform the decision making of other federal agencies ie. COE, Fish & Wildlife, US DOT, Federal Highway Administration, etc.

· Explain how the ECHO data base can be used by the public

· Regional Listening Sessions with Underserved & Underrepresented Communities

· EJ Showcase Community of Port Arthur

· Revitalized Children’s Health Program

· How does EJ inform our permitting, standards and enforcement actions/decisions

· Environmental Assessments under NEPA

· The citing of new air quality monitoring stations

· The locations of public hearings for all of our proposed actions (multi-media)

· The establishment of regional enforcement priorities by inclusion of historically underserved communities

      7.   Building Strong State and Tribal Partnerships (All)

· Compliance Assistance Results for Tribal Public Water Systems

· Training Program for State and Tribal Inspectors

· Tribal Waste Management Programs for Solid Waste and Hazardous Waste

· Tribal focused Stormwater Training Program

· State Framework Update/Review

· Strengthening oversight of States that implement federal environmental programs

· Increased transparency (use of 21st century technologies to make more information on compliance and enforcement available to the public.

· Clearly communicate the Agency’s priorities to those stakeholders helping us implement federal programs

Other topics to fill in

P2 related

E3 (Economy, Energy and Environment)

Green Hospitality (Meetings, Hotels, Restaurants, others)

EMS for Municipalities and Institutions
Issues arising from drilling for gas in urban, suburban areas

Issues arising from oil spill

Screening of GASLAND and/or other environmentally conscious movies

NPEP

Resource Conservation

Energy Star & WaterSense

Potential Sponsors

Cities
States

Universities

Federal Agencies

NGOs

Professional Associations

Potential Funding

Approximately $130 K EPM Source Reduction Grant Money
Eligible Parties

State Agencies

Tribes

State Universities

Keynote Speaker Options & Possible Partner Organizations

Lisa Jackson (or DA) 

Ron Sims

RA

Nancy Sutley

Carol Browner

Steven Chu

Downwinders at Risk

Texas Business for Clean Air Foundation

NCTCOG

NTREMS

NT Clean Air Coalition
Dish, TX

Ft Worth

US Green Building Council

Business Council for Sustainable Development

Brent Brown

Austin Energy

TMAC

John Knott

Jim Crites

Mayor Leppert

Mayor Moncrief

Laura Fiffeck

Ft Hood Deputy Corp Commander

Ft Lewis Washington Sustainability Officer

City of Austin

Kirk Watson

Will Wynn

T Boone Pickens

Laura Miller

Josh Fox (Director of GASLAND)
Pecan Street Project

1 House at a Time

A Nurtured World

Louisiana Bucket Brigade
