EPA Region 6 Roundtable Teleconference Minutes

June 22, 2006

Participants
Javier Ballí - EPA
Chris Campbell - WERC

Dianne Wilkins - ODEQ

Brian Christian - TCEQ

David Greer - TCEQ

Annette Smith – EPA
Michelle Vattano - NMED
Eli Martinez – EPA Region 6

Audree Miller - ADEQ

Susan Roothaan – Nurtured World

Thomas Vinson-Peng – Zero Waste Network (minute 
Upcoming Events
August 6-7  P2 Roundtable
September 13, H2E  Seminar - Jefferson Arkansas

September 15-16, 2006 - Oklahoma Sustainability Conference 
October 12 - NPPR Board Meeting, San Diego

How to Inventory your Waste Seminars

· October—17, Tulsa 

· October 24, Oklahoma City

· TBA Lawton

More events at http://www.zerowastenetwork.org/Events/index.cfm
Action Items:

Resolved
Resource Conservation Challenge did not include source reduction.  

· Javier followed up with Region 6 RCC staff, but the proposal was written by headquarters.

· Thomas e-mailed measurement tool to David G., Susan and Javier.  
· Michelle sent charter to the core P2 group.

New and/or pending
· Eli to send e-mail with update on H2E program

· Javier will follow up with Deanna Debose of EPA Headquarters on RCC.
· Thomas to get a link to the P2Tech discussion on Resource Conservation Challenge.  Cc: people who were on the teleconference. 

· Thomas to send out draft agenda of Regional Roundtable with schedule of events by Tuesday 27th so roundtable members can arrange travel.
· Based on schedule and their needs, roundtable members to get airline tickets at reduced rates by July 3, 2006 
· Follow up on site visits.  Susan wants to have the reports out within two weeks for two facilities.  
· Thomas to revise other two Site Visit reports and submit to the team for consideration. He has left the date open for now, but would like to have them finalized by the end of July. 
August Roundtable
Thomas described the upcoming meeting which will cover strategic planning.  Some of the outcomes to be expected include:

· Revision of regional prioirities recommended for EPA RFP’s.

· Identification of outside forces which have an impact on the roundtable (contingency planning)

· Identification of current roundtable structure

· Operating principles

· Timelines for important events

Participants agreed to have the meeting from 2:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. on August 7th. 

Dinner is at 7:30.

Site Visit Follow Up
There was some discussion on the site visits.  Javier mentioned that the purpose was to have a toolbox that you could use. Thomas and Susan agreed to the importance of having modules that we could use to write reports.  They stated that in their experiences with TCEQ, this was a very time consuming task, and could be written into our proposals in the future.  This could be a potential joint project. 
Region 6
Javier and Annette said 12 organizations submitted 13 proposals for the Source Reduction Grant. 

1) UT – Arlington – Landscaping Program
2) Nurtured World

3) City of Alexandria

4) Tulsa Metropolitan Environmental Trust

5) Oklahoma Secretary of Environment
6) UT – Austin Zero Waste Network (two proposals)
7) City of Dallas 

8) Metropolitan Environment 

9) Louisiana State University
10) City of Austin

11) Oklahoma Office of Secretary of Environment

12) TCEQ 

Staff from the RCC, CARE and Brownfields programs will be reviewing them.  Even if not funded from Source Reduction assistance program, the other programs may have ways to fund good ideas. 
Eli mentioned an outreach letter sent to 300 Texas hospitals asking them to participate in the H2E program.    The H2E program is a voluntary program that was originally funded with money from EPA.  They are thinking that for the future it has to be self sufficient.  They are considering fee based systems and other methods for funding.  Office of Pollution Prevention may cut funding.  If state programs are planning to do H2E programs, you may be impacted; there is less support. 

Relating to funding Thomas mentioned that Congress had restored STAG funding to the full level.  This was based on an e-mail he received on May 26th.  The full transcript is below:

“On May 18, 2006, the House of Representatives passed, by a vote of 293 yeas to 128 nays, H.R. 5386, the FY 2007 Interior, Environment and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill.
Of particular interest to P2Rx is that the STAG funding for Pollution Prevention was restored to the FY2004 level of $5,940,000, consistent with the Executive Branch's recommendation.
Also, the bill directed that $14,850,000 be for Environmental Information Exchange Network grants. 

No action on the Senate side yet but at least we have in the enacted bill on the House side. “

State Updates

Arkansas DEQ
Audree is continuing work on their EMS, and getting it into place

· New recycling contract for mixed paper and glass

· Commute solutions meeting last Monday

She is planning an H2E  event, September 13, Jefferson

Audree finished the QAPP.  Javier said they could send in what they have if they have a deadline.  If it is modeled after NMED, should be good.

New Mexico

Chris and Michelle just finished first meeting of New Mexico healthcare advisory council.  A statewide group of hospital administrators, under auspices of WERC and NM hospital advisory group, and NMED identified training needs in NM.  Jeff Dye, the president of the NMHA participated.  Cecilia DeLoche also participated.  

At the conference they showed the premier of the New Mexico P2 video.  

Chris and Michelle did a site visit with a defense contractor, based on the lessons learned in El Paso.  

Michelle and Chris participated in New Mexico recycling conference.  

Michelle is working with Carlos Rincon, on border issues. 

Michelle continues to participate on the mercury reduction task force.

New Mexico has nine applicants for Green Zia.  Next year they are planning to restructure and improve the program to increase participation in the coming years. 

Michelle has implemented her own tracking system to have measures to report.   

ODEQ

September Oklahoma Sustainability Network will be having their conference.  Hosted by Sustainable Tulsa. 

How to Inventory your Waste Seminars are planned:

· October—17 (Tulsa), 
· October 24, Oklahoma City
· TBA Lawton

Promotional materials are being developed. Major co-sponsor is OSBDC and we’re looking to use some businesses for other sponsorships (PepsiCo in Tulsa, Staples & Goodyear in Lawton). I think that this time I’ll invite some vendors for display tables.

They are planning a “How to Conduct a Waste Assessment” as a follow up in the future.

Oklahoma will be the first state to have a complete electronic system for Tier II reporting.  They will take it at central and distribute it to fire departments throught the counties.  They have new fees based on the number of chemicals.  

Tinker will be the first facility to be recognized under the NPEP MOU.

She was recently invited to give a presentation to the OK Bar Association about EMSs. It went quite well with favorable feedback.

On June 30 Dianne will be presenting at the quarterly meeting of the OK Pretreatment Coordinators about OK Star. 
July 28 in Claremore FOG workshop this will involve actual visits to 2 sites. The goal is to get the surrounding communities. I will contract the services of Neal   Klimek from NM (he was on the panel in Ft. Worth).
Dianne is attempting to get the SEP funding for billboards and other promotion of OK Star program. 
Javier said two roundtables from now should be in conjunction with Sustainability Network conference.  

OKRA, the Oklahoma Recycling Association is starting up again.  They will be putting in an application for a waste exchange program again.  

Have a policy that requires flex fuel or hybrid vehicles in purchasing.  

Nurtured World

Working on two site visit reports.  

They are committed to two more workshops.  

Susan taught a class in Sugarland to teachers at the Fort Bend ISD.  

TCEQ

Earlier this month, David, Larissa and Kelly had the reporting forms out on Site Visits. These are due first week of July.  They are a little ahead of schedule.

The annual progress reporting deadline for P2 Planning is July 1.

TCEQ submitted two greenhouse gas emissions reductions projects as requested by Commissioners.  Two projects one is a policy, other is a series of practices.  They are working for energy efficiency plan for the state.  They are also working on a plan for consumer outreach.  Proposal came out of OAR for projects.  (Susan mentioned she had also proposed a project). T
Brian briefed the group on how TCEQ uses IR camera technology technology. 

Brian outlined a Galena Park Project.  This is  a low income area near ship channel.  The agency is working to reduce Benzene emissions.  Jeff Voorhis, Richard Smith and Atiq Sediq are planning to do site visits to reduce benzene emissions. 
They have a final H2E commitment to do a workshop along the border.  This will be done in early 2007.

David James will be representing TCEQ’s P2 team at the roundtable in Little Rock. 

The commissioners got a letter of thanks from Boeing for the Site Visit.  
Zero Waste

In response to a deadline set by Texas Law, companies have been submitting options to the P2 planner.  Thomas Reviewed approximately 40 new options that are available at: http://www.zerowastenetwork.org/p2options/
In response to an analysis of usability, Thomas revised about 75% of the P2 Planner  for version P2Plan4U.

· Denzil was able to get it so that it generates a MS Word document.  So people can go into the planner, select things, then modify it as they see fit.

· Next step is to make a checklist that you can check a box, and it will generate a fact sheet.  

Thomas and Dori are following up with people from the MEP workshop. At the end of  each workshop they ask participants to commit to a specific action, and send a reminder after a month or so. 

Working with partners Zero Waste has added over 20 new case studies, some from TCEQ, others from P2Ric.  These case studies have two ways to display. 

Working with TCEQ on FOG and EPP websites.   Thomas said he is always looking for new information to add.  There is a growing need for Spanish P2 materials.  

Preparing two presentations in cooperation with:

· David James TCEQ to discuss P2 integration with pretreatment programs. 

· Local pretreatement coordinators to discuss BMP’s
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